Worship Schedule!

Sunday Services
9:00 am - Traditional
10:30 am - Contemporary
6:00 pm - Contemporary

caffan cup

Azl @

Sundays:
9:30—12:00 3 Room 204a

Visitors! Please join us in the
Coffee Cup Cafe for cookies,
coffee and conversation! We
would love to meet you!

This Month’s Cookies!
May 1st — Soft Molasses
May 8th — Choc/White Choc. Chunk
May 15th — Peanut Butter Choc. Chip
May 22nd — Lemon
May 29th — Oatmeal Butterscotchies
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Whenever the Gloud Lifted . ..

. . from over the sacred tent, the people of Israel would
break camp and follow it. And wherever the cloud settled, the
people of Israel would set up camp.”

— Numbers 9:17

What an awesome God Sightings passage this is! And,
what an example and inspiration for God’s people of any age!
To be ready and faithful to ‘settle’ in the places and times that
God ‘settles,” and to ‘set out’ in the ways and times that God
‘sets out’! Perhaps we wish we still had a physically-visible
cloud that would settle and set out from our nomadic camp-
sites — it might seem an easier thing to know the Lord’s will : :
to just see Him represented by a cloud picking up and moving or setthng for a time! Yet even
in the wilderness wanderings, God’s people struggled to trust Him even though His presence
and leading was so evident.

But we have a more sure and enabling Guide than merely a cloud. We have the com-
plete revealed Word of God! We have God’s Spirit living within in us! We even, as it says
in I Corinthians 2:16, “have the mind of Christ”! I want to tell you, my church family, that I
have ‘seen’ Him in you so clearly, working over the past weeks of Touched Twice ministry,
Palm Sunday and Easter! I thank God for you, and His leading in our lives. We must humbly
continue to seek His mind and will in prayer.

Your church leadership has been giving itself to seeking in prayer the mind and will of
Christ. The elders of the church have been doing our best to seek God, listen to our church
body, assess ministry needs and mission opportunities, be focused by our C3 (Christ * Com-
munity ¢ Cause) vision, and use our collective spiritual gifts and wisdom to serve the Lord
and lead Bethesda.

In this process, we believe we are being led by God to ‘set out” with our church in three
critical, related endeavors. At our March elder board meeting, after processing months (in
some cases, years) of perspectives and information from the congregation, ministry leaders,
consultation, and our own perceptions, we came unanimously to the following conclusions:

* We believe we should add a modern worship service on Sunday mornings this fall.
For at least the initial time, this service would be housed in Walker Hall. After the input
of listening sessions, it seemed confirmed that this opportunity is right to pursue now
as both a vital ministry to a segment of our own body, as well as a mission to our com-
munity. The proposed schedule we are currently shaping would be to move our current
contemporary service to 9:15 am in the sanctuary. Then at 10:45, we would hold con-
current services, with our traditional worship service in the sanctuary, and a modern
service in Walker Hall. We realize this is one more change to our worship schedule
from this past transitional year; and involves change, sacrifice, energy, expense and
an amount of risk. It might be unsettling or invigorating — we are asking the Lord and
His people to help us, in view of Him and His Cause, to all embrace the latter! We
realize this will also raise issues of choice for worship, Sunday School, ABFs, child-
care, worship and technical teams, sound control, preaching and parking. We have our
work cut out for us! Ministry teams have been asked to give input for implications for

Continued on Page 12

Sermons can be downloaded from our website at www.bethesdalutheran.org or purchased by calling the church office.
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AT HOFFY’S SKATE AMERICA

Saturday, May 14th
Open Skate 5-8pm

Free admission includes skate rental! Concession stand open:
soda & 2 slices of pizza for $2.75

Come connect with others from Bethesda as well as take this
opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor. Check out the event on
Facebook and let others know you’re coming! (www.facebook.com/

bethesdalbc)

Note from the Bethesda Treasurer:

If you make donations to Bethesda, I would like to make
a simple but very helpful request: Please put your envelope
number on the memo line on your giving check. If you do not
have envelopes and you have a giving number, please use that
number. If you don’t have a number or would like to know
what your number is, please call the Office to make your re-
quest known.

You may ask “Why?” Here at Bethesda, it is our policy to
keep your giving confidential. And to do this, we record your
gift by your assigned, individual number.

When the Trustees record your check, if it is not in a
numbered giving envelope or if your check doesn’t have your
number on it, they have to look up your number using your
name. On a typical Sunday, that could be hundreds of names
to look up. And you can imagine, that is time consuming. You
can see by putting your number on your check, much time will
be saved.

If you give by automatic giving through your banking in-
stitution, please contact them to have that number added to
your memo line each time they send a check. It should be a
simple process for them.

Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.
Cindy Tewalt, Bethesda Treasurer

Event Cancellation Policy

If you have an event scheduled at the church that you
need to cancel, please contact the office so that we can
accommodate other groups and so that the custodial staff
can plan accordingly. Thank you!
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Pastor Brandon’s Ordination

Sunday, May 8th, we have
the privilege of celebrating Pas-
tor Brandon’s Ordination at the
10:30 AM service. Pastor Stan
Olsen, a former Bethesda pastor
and current Pacific Regional Pas-
tor, will be here to officiate the
ceremony and to bring a message
from God’s Word for us on this
special day. We are so grateful to
have Pastor Brandon serving here at Bethesda. Please be
praying for him and his family, and please plan to join us in
this celebration of his ministry and God’s call on his life.

Connectfirst Lunch
May 15th 12-1:30

Are you interested in learning more about the Lutheran
Brethren Church and it’s Ministries?

Come join us! We would love to meet you! Enjoy a
pizza lunch in a casual environment while learning more
about Bethesda and connecting with the pastors and others.

Let us know you’re attending on our Bethesda Face-
book page, call the office (715-835-5073), or sign up at the
Welcome Center. We would like to have a good count of
attendees so that we can ensure enough pizza!

Childcare will be provided.
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If you have a student who is graduating from high
school or college this spring, please contact the office so
that we can collect the names of all students for a special
time of honoring them as they move into the next stage of
life!

Call the office at 715-835-5073.

Check it Out!

Spring has arrived! Hunt for your favorite book, CD, DVD, or
magazine in Bethesda’s church library. May we suggest:

o Celebrate The Risen Christ (book) by Family Christian
Stores. Several beloved authors share selections from their
books that celebrate the risen Christ. (232, FAM)

*  Prayers of Jesus (series of 4 preaching/teaching CDs) by
John Wile of Barnabas International. Topics include: Why
Have You Forsaken Me?/Into Your Hands/May They Be
One, Father and more. (232.9, WIL)

* Total Momsense (DVD) by Anita Renfroe. This DVD
contains the hit song “Momisms.” It’s everything a mom
would say in 24 hours reduced to 2 minutes,

55 secons and sung to the break-
neck pace of the William Tell
Overture. (248.4, ANI)

Our library needs volunteers.
Flexible hours and great benefits!
If you have just a little time, we
can use your help.

Training provided.

Contact Sandy Hanson at
715-839-7995, or
Elsie Paulan @715-839-9329 - : /

Stephen Ministry

When Life Seems
Dreary and Spring
Seems Far Away . ..

Spring may have arrived, but life

can still seem cold and dreary for those
who have suffered a loss or experi-

enced a crisis. Our Stephen Ministers are trained to help
people through the “winters” of life, providing emotional
and spiritual support during tough times. If you or some-
one you know could benefit from the confidential, one-to-
one Christian care of a Stephen Minister, contact one of
Bethesda’s Stephen Ministry Leaders: Paul & JoDea Green
at (715)839-9468, Judy Draper at (715)831-0189, or Pastor
Venberg at the church office, (715) 835-5073.

Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you.

On May 9th our Stephen Ministers will be watching the
2nd in a series of videos on “Ministering to Those Experi-
encing Depression”

On May 23 we will be learning more about Advance
Directives.

Bethesda Photo Directory

If you haven’t signed up to be in our photo directory,
please do so! You don’t need to be a member of Bethesda,
if you consider Bethesda your church home, we want you
in our directory. It costs nothing and everyone receives a
free 8x10 photo.

You can sign up for photo sessions online. Find the link
on Bethesda’s website. (Look for the news item under the
“Events and News” tab.) You can also sign up each week-
end at church, or contact the church office. The next week
for photo sittings is Tuesday, May 17th through Saturday,
May 21st.

— Housing Heeded

I would like to move to Eau Claire and am looking for
an apartment to share with someone, or to be a room-
mate with an elderly lady looking for companionship or
help. If interested, please call me at 715-861-3257.
Thanks,
Vicki Bignell




Adult Fellowships

Adult Bible Fellowships (ABFs) are groups that meet in order to help us grow in our relationships to God and with each
other. ABFs are committed to deepening our relationships, as well as growing new relationships. Bethesda has a number of ABFs
available. Although ABF goals are similar, each group has its own identity. We’re sure there is one just right for you!

Sundays ¢ 9:00 am

Branches

Fellowship Hall, 204c — Variety of ages.

We have been using “The Truth Project,” an in-depth Chris-
tian worldview experience. This Focus on the Family cur-
riculum will help us direct our thinking with regard to four
fundamental issues: Truth, God, Man and the Social Order. We
want to see God and be transformed in the process.

Contact: Deb Hubbell at 715-839-0594 or dahshop@yahoo.com

Koinonia
Walker Hall, Room 304b — Variety of ages.

Koinonia consists mostly of young families, and families with
children in grade school into high school, focusing on Bible
study and prayer for each other as we go through life together.

Contact: Ross and Michelle Kooiker 715-833-9760 or Mike and
Alissa Amundson 715-858-9457

iLess

Fireside Room, Room 102 — Ministry for 18+.

The iLESS Bible Study on Sunday Mornings is for anyone
18+. Maybe you are in college, maybe you just finished, may-
be you are of the college age group but college isn’t for you,
but what is for you is to study GOD! Come to iLESS as we
have been studying God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit. So many people have ideas of who God is and
what He does; come to iLESS and study the Living God as he
reveals himself in His Word!

Contact: Pastor Brandon at 715-835-5073 or
brandon@bethesdalutheran.org

Sojourners
Room 305 — Variety of ages.

Come and make a journey with us as we look into God’s
word to find out just what a Christian world view is. We will
be using “Put your beliefs to the test” by Brannon Howse.
Hundreds of scripture references are used so we know we
are on solid ground.

Contact: Allen or Jeanne Sternke at 715-597-3526 or
jeannesternke@yahoo.com
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Sundays ¢ 10:30 am
Kingfolk

Room 305 — Retired, or nearing retirement.

May 1 & 8 — A challenging examination of the fervor
or lack thereof of the current church will be directed
by Jim Jarvise as he leads Kingfolk through the topic,
“Why Does Revival Tarry?”

May 15 — Ann Rupnow will share pictures and stories from
her recent trip, retracing the footsteps of her grandpar-
ents on the continent of Africa as they opened up the
missionary endeavor for the LB church in that part of
the world.

May 22 — The ABF church year will end with another of
the tremendous Focus on the Family videos from the
Holy Land as Ray van der Laan directs us to self-ex-
amination from the sites of Jesus’ ministry. This presen-
tation is entitled, “Total Commitment.”

Contact: Augie Wirkus, 715-831-0460

A.C.T.S.

Fellowship Hall, Room 204¢ — Variety of ages

In ACTS, most of us aren’t in our twenties. Most of us aren’t
in our seventies. But there’s a lot of life to live between 25
and 75. We have jobs and mortgages and parents who need
our help. We have young children, teenage children or out-
of-the-house children. We look forward, and we look back.

Contact: Steve or Jodi Flaten, 715-832-8312, or Steve
Louden, 715-835-6064 / b4ubuy1217@sbcglobal.net.

Seekers of God

Fireside Room, Room 102 — Variety of ages

We are a small Bible study group who will be looking into the
topic “Standing Strong for Truth” through the life of Elijah.
In Hebrew thought, Moses represented the Law and Elijah the
Prophets. In the New Testament, Jesus pointed to Elijah as an
example of God’s heart for the Gentiles. We will see that he
remains a dominant figure in the Jewish past and present. We
welcome you to be with us as we are guided by the scriptures
along with a discussion guide entitled “A Walk Through the
Bible” published by Baker Books.

Contact: Beth Smith, 715-875-4553, or Janet Nuenke, 715-
874-6103.
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God Sightings Small Groups

Each week (typically by Friday morning)
we are posting discussion questions to our
website to help groups discuss the text from
the sermon. If you are leading a group that is
discussing God Sightings, please contact Pas-
tor Brian at brian@bethesdalutheran.org, so
we can include you when we have additional
resources, support, and encouragement.

Women'’s Studies

Solid Rock Café
Monday Nights, 6:30-8:00 pm
Rms. 311 & 313 (Bethesda)

In The Ten Commandments, author Bill Hybels
guides us back to these ancient laws and helps us
hold them tightly so we can live with peace in the
Lord. You are welcome to join Solid Rock Café for
this study on Monday nights starting May 9.
Contact: Jane Louden, 715-835-6064 or
janelouden@sbcglobal.net

Solid Rock Café
Tuesday Nights, 5:15-6:45 pm

Room 313 (Bethesda)
We have begun another study in the “bad girls”
series by Lizz Curtis Higgs, Slightly Bad Girls of
the Bible. The book can be ordered from the Fam-
ily Christian Store or on-line at Amazon.com.
Contact: Sue Henneman, 715-552-1378 or
suehennemann@att.net; Pat Murphy, 715-
839-1219 or patree@cvol.com.

The Rachel Circle
First Tuesday of the Month, 1:00 pm
Fireside Room (Bethesda)
Tuesday, May 3rd, we will continue studying 1
& 2 Peter from the Max Lucado’s Life Lesson
series. All are welcome..

Contact: Joan Albricht, 715-830-0221 or
Louise Koxlien, 715-552-3873

Moms Study
Wednesday Nights, 5:45 pm-8:00 pm
Bethesda Library
We will be meeting throughout the summer
— more details to come. FUN Mom’s Night Out
on May 11th. We are currently working through
Simply Your Life, by Marcia Ramsland. We
highly recommend it!
Contact: Brittney Malone, 715-878-4366 or
bmalone.cm@gmail.com

Lydia Bible Study
Second Thursdays, 10:30 am
Fireside Room (Bethesda)

In May we are continuing in our study of “Finally
in the Lord.”

Contact: Grace Bailey, 715-214-4344

Truth B Told

Thursdays, 12:30-2:00 pm

Fireside Room (Bethesda)
Looking for a group of women to do life and
study God’'s Word with? Join us as we study
Old Testament God Sightings!
Contact: Kris Quade, 715-830-0713, or
quadekids@charter.net
(Please contact Kris Quade if you know someone
who would be willing to babysit during our study. )

Rise Up!
Friday Mornings, 6:30—7:45 am
Fireside Room (Bethesda)

We have just begun a new study on 1 & 2 Timo-
thy. We are using the study guide, “Letters to
Timothy: Discipleship in Action Fisherman Bible
Studies”. All ladies are welcome to join us.
Contact: Jackie Vold, 715-834-5775 or
mjvold@gmail.com

Circle of Friends

Last Friday of Each Month
From May through August, we will meet on the
last Friday of each month at 10:00 am for Bible
Study. We will then assist in collating the month-
ly newsletters and go out to lunch together.
Contact: Mandy Heard, at 715-834-5246 or
mandyheardu@gmail.com, or Chris Strasburg
at 715-835-0721

Adult Studies

Empty Nesters
First and Third Mondays, 7:00-8:00 pm
Fireside Room (Bethesda)
We are studying the book of Philippians.
Contact: Brian & Janet Amundson, 835-0521

Wednesday Evenings
7:00-8:00 pm
Fireside Room (Bethesda)
On Wednesday evenings, we are studying the
life and teachings of Jesus from the Gospel of
Luke. This Bible Study will restart after Lent.

Contact: Pastor Venberg, 715-835-5073

Equipment
An Apologetics Bible Study
Thursdays, 5:45 pm,

Fireside Room
Answering the questions of our age with a
Biblical world view. “l am sending you out like
sheep among the wolves. Therefore be as
shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves.”
(Matt. 10:16)

Contact: Nathan Dietsche, 715-577-5534

Common Ground
Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 pm
Room 204a

6pm potluck dinner; Bible Study at 7pm. We
have many young families with children, and
childcare is made available!

Contact: Jay and Andrea Anderson, 715-836-
9358

Men’s Studies

Monday Mornings, 6:30—7:45 am
Fireside Room (Bethesda)

We are beginning a new study in the book of
Romans. This is a great time to get plugged
into this early morning study to start off your
week right!

Contact: Mark Miller, 715-456-8293 or
mamaflac@yahoo.com

Tuesday Nights, 5:30-6:30 pm
Room 305 (Bethesda)

Step aside from your fast-paced, “too busy”
world, to meet with a small group of men. Learn
more from the Bible and how to apply it to a
man’s daily life. We study different sections of
scripture with help, at times, from Max Lucado’s
books.
Contacts:
Stuart, 715-720-7771, snsbt@charter.net;
David, 715-828-6156, dverhaagh@hotmail.com;
Jeff, 715-563-8489, wilejeff@gmail.com

Band of Brothers
Friday Mornings, 6:30—7:30 am
Room 305 (Bethesda)
We currently doing a study of the Gospel of

Mark. Dive in deep with us and enjoy God's
Word.

Contact: Robert Bandolii, 715-529-0106
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Women of Faith
Conference 2011

Ladies, are you ready for a girls-only weekend? Join us
for the Women of Faith “Imagine” conference in St Paul,
Friday and Saturday, October 21 -22, 2011. Escape and be
refreshed, encouraged and inspired. Because the God who
loves you can do far more than you can ever Imagine?

Men: This makes an excellent gift for the ladies in your
life. Gift certificates available.

We have limited tickets available, to learn more email
michelleheinzen@yahoo.com or call 715-797-3834.
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Men of Bethesda!

Time to wipe the dust
off your clubs! Bethesda’s
annual men’s golf retreat
will be May 21-22, 2011,
just 90 minutes away in
Lake City, MN! Golf at the
Hale Irwin designed “The
Jewel” golf club (www.
jewelgolfclub.com), one of
Golf Magazine’s Top Ten
New Courses in 2006! Your
registration of $165 pro-
vides two rounds of golf at this beautiful course overlook-
ing the Mississippi river, double room lodging, hole prizes,
a Saturday evening banquet, and Pastor Brandon speaking
on Saturday evening and Sunday morning (two rounds of
golf at the normal price would cost more than the entire
retreat weekend!)!

Early bird registration price of $165 ($125 junior rate)
is due by May 8th, but the $165 is only guaranteed for the
first 40 registrants (lodging costs go up after this). So, get
together your foursome; invite a friend!

Registration forms can be found on our website under
Men’s Ministries.
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Marths
Moments

Garden Delights
Wednesday, May 18th,
6:30pm, Room 204a

Ladies, come listen to master gardener, Carol Cox,
share her knowledge on plants and spring gardening. Then
enjoy putting a colorful porch pot together with others.
Bring your own pot & dirt. We will supply the flowers. Let
us know you’re coming by going to the Bethesda Facebook
page and RSVP or email kristin@bethesdalutheran.org
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What is Martha Moments? Martha Moments meets once a
month. It’s a fun ladies’ night out and a great way to con-
nect with others. We meet once a month and feature a differ-
ent craft, talent or passion. The evening always begins with

prayer, a devotional, and of course, treats! Consider joining us
each month as we have some fun and spread God’s love!

Made to Crave Study
May 12th 7pm

Ladies, we loved the study so much
we are offering it again!

Made to Crave” by Lysa TerKeurst,
Book/DVD study — meeting on Thurs-
days at 7:00 pm in Room 204a. This
study talks about satisfying your deep-
est desire with God, not food. Made to Crave is a helpful
companion to use alongside whatever healthy eating ap-
proach you choose — a book and Bible study to help you
find the “want to”” in how to make healthy lifestyle changes.
Be encouraged by others! Email kristin@bethesdalutheran
if your planning on coming as we need to order study ma-
terials.

- LYSA TERKEURST ~
. et

B uimanin




BethesdayWorxldilVIiSSions

Praise and Prayer for Bethesda’s Family Around the Worid

Yenbergs:

* Pray that Dan and Rachel will persevere in their language
studies during the last two months of school, and that
the children will persevere and finish well in the French
school system.

* Pray for Dan and Rachel as they consider sending Gabe,
Sylvia and Tevi to a new American mission school in
N’djamena next year. Because it is not a boarding school,
the family would have to live in N’djamena during the
academic year. This would take them away from Doh.

* Pray for Dan and Rachel, who upon returning will
become more involved in ministry with the Chadian
church, training and encouraging Chadian missionaries
who are, or will be working with Muslims. This will
take them away from Doh.

* Pray that the Lord will give them renewed vision,
motivation, and commitment to the mission in Chad.

Contruccis:

* Praise the Lord for a safe and fruitful trip for Kent, who
presented the Inside-Out Safety Seminar in Congo and
Uganda during the month of April.

* Pray for Kent as he travels to Nampa, Idaho to facilitate
the Inside-Out Safety program on May 6th and 7th, then
to Lesotho, Africa to present on May 11th and 12th, and
then on to Mozambique, Africa to present on May 13th
and 14th.

* Pray for travel and health endurance, as he will be
present three Inside-Out Safety seminars in one week on
two continents with long airline flights in between.

* Pray for discernment as to how God would have Kent
customize each seminar, and speak His words into the
minds and hearts of the MAF staff who attend.

* Pray for Nancy, as Kent will be home for two days after
his trip to Africa, and then will leave to attend flight safety
meetings at MAF headquarters the last two weeks of May.

Wiles:

* Praise the Lord for some very productive days of
meetings with the Barnabas leadership team (John and
Kathy are 2 of the 6 team members).

* Praise the Lord for deepening friendships, “iron
sharpening iron” opportunities, and unity of heart and
mind among the leadership team.

* Pray that John and Kathy would each be renewed in
heart and discern the messages that they are to share
with God’s servants this year as they take individual 5-
day spiritual retreats.

Gronseths:

* Pray for wisdom to know how to proceed with their proposal
to rent a large wooden ship looking out over a lake as the
site for the English Forum Coffee House. They have been
investigating the actual condition of the ship, and found it
to be worse than they had previously thought.

* Pray that they would know whether to propose to help
restore the ship, with the money they spend being applied
to their rent, or look for another location.

* Praise the Lord for John’s receipt of his work visa! They are
now officially working with Mr. Mai’s Coffee House and
English Language Club.

Wiebes:

* Praise the Lord that the Bola Bibles have been shipped
and should be in the village by May 25th!

* Pray for a revival among the Bola Church leaders during
the SALT Bible course, which will take place after the
Scripture dedication.

* Praise the Lord for His provision of a house to rent while
on furlough, and of a vehicle to use!

* Praise the Lord for His provision of a used 13 passenger
Mitsubishi van to replace their previous vehicle. It will
be perfect for use during the Bola Scripture Dedication,
and afterward.

* Pray for wisdom for Brent and Sandi as they meet with
church leaders in their province to discuss how to reach
the remaining 10 language groups who do not have any
Scriptures.

Yolds:
* Pray for Justin and Melissa’s marriage and children.

Bola Scripture Dedication
Mission Team Update

On the weekends of May 1st and 8th we will be kick-
ing off a fund-drive for the Bethesda mission team going to
Papua New Guinea in June for the Bola Scripture Dedica-
tion. You will find envelopes in your bulletins or in the pews
for your donations. Please note that you should make out
any checks to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent
will be donating 33 cents for every dollar donated.



Church Picnic

| & Pie Auction
Fundraiser for YC11

Everyone is invited to this fun event! Sunday May 22 at noon
until 2pm. There’s no need to bring anything — we will be serv-
ing hotdogs, hamburgers, brats, side dishes, and you can bid on a
pie for dessert! Bring the family — there will be games for kids
too! We’ll be out in the picnic area if the weather is nice or in
Walker Hall if not. This is a fundraiser for the youth summer mis-
sion trip so please donate generously!

This August, 40 middle and high
school students and 15 adults will be
going to the Lutheran Brethren bian- ’ ,
nual Youth Conference 2011 in Estes
Park, CO. This conference will be a
great opportunity for students to grow A
in fellowship with each other and to estes park, co
grow in their relationship with God. wchorg
This conference’s theme is “HIS”-our
identity in Christ. The high school students will actually be going
out for Mission: Denver a few days before the conference, and will
have an opportunity to serve and grow in an urban setting. The cost
per middle school student for the trip is $500, and the cost per high
school student is $600; the total overall cost is about $30,000. To
help offset the costs, the students will be holding a variety of fund-
raisers, including an all-church picnic and letter writing.

If you are interested in supporting a specific student or the group
as a whole, please contact Chad. If you want to sponsor a specific
student but do not know which student, Chad can arrange for you
to be paired with a student. Another way to support the group is by
hiring students to do jobs for you. If you have a lawn to be cleared,
wood to be moved, children to be watched, or anything else, please
contact Chad.

Weekly Schedule

Sunday School: classes for 6/7th grade, 8th grade, and
High School at 9 and 10:30am

High School Youth Group: Sundays 7:30-9:00 pm

The Bridge: Middle School Youth Group: Wednes-
days 6:45-8pm

High School Small Groups: Wednesdays 7:00-9:00 pm
Chad Shiffer

Director Youth Ministries
chad@bethesdalutheran.org

Ryan Rico
Middle School Youth Director
ryan@bethesdalutheran.org

CHASING

No, we’re not taking everyone on an African safari. But we
are going to discuss some of the “elephants” of Christianity — some
topics that there may be some confusion over (homosexuality) or
that are not specifically addressed in the Bible (cyberspace and
entertainment). Based on the book by Brent Crowe entitled the
same, we will examine the biblical subject of freedom in Christ
and then set forth a set of principles that will act as a theology
of belief for the seemingly gray areas of life. It is a journey that
teaches not what or why but how to believe on any moral or ethi-
cal decision you’ll face.

MS Summer Plans and Transitions

May is transition time! Starting the first Sunday in May, 8th
graders will be invited to join the high school students on Sunday
nights for youth group. 8th graders are still welcome to come to
the Bridge on Wednesday nights through the summer. Speaking of
the Bridge, starting Wednesday, May 11th, 5th grade students will
be invited to join the middle school students at the Bridge (youth
group) on Wednesday nights. The Bridge will take off Wednes-
day, June 15th, and start up the following week, and will continue
to meet weekly during the summer. For a detailed schedule and to
find out about special events, please visit the church website.

High School Calendar
Sunday, May 1 —  Confirmation Day
Sunday, May 1 —  Mountain Dew Night
Sunday, May 8 —  Chasing Elephants:
Cyberspace
Sunday, May 15 —  Chasing Elephants:
Homosexuality
Sunday, May 22 —  Church Picnic/Pie
Auction, 12-2pm,
Church parking lot
Sunday, May 22 —  Chasing Elephants:
Entertainment
Sunday, May 29 —  Movie Night
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! Bible Camp |

I Transportation forms are due to Dawn by May I
15th. You will then receive the transportation informa- |
tion a couple weeks before your child leaves for camp.

I Haven’t decided if your child is going to camp or not? |
It’s not too late to sign up. Check out camp’s website at

| www.ipoint.org for all the information. I

L__________J

5th Grade Bible Explorer

Graduation Party!
May 6th, 6pm-10pm

We invite the 5th graders from our Wednesday night
Bible Explorer program to a “graduation” party on May 6th
from 6 to 10 p.m. We’ll meet in the youth room and enjoy
pizza, a movie, a treasure hunt, a bonfire and spend a little
time with our middle school leader, Ryan Rico, who will
welcome you to middle school youth group! Make sure to
bring a jacket and a flashlight!

Programs

Sunday School

Sunday School programs are held during Sunday
morning and Sunday evening services. We will be end-
ing for the school year on May 22nd and will resume in
the Fall.

Wednesday Night Activities

Wednesday night programs have finished for the school
year and will resume again in the fall. (Children’s Choir
will meet once more on May 4th.)

Dawn Rico
Children s Ministries Director
dawn@bethesdalutheran.org

Karen Ratering
Children's Ministries Assistant
k.ratering@sbcglobal.net

www.bethesdalutheran.org
(715) 835-5073

ChildrenislViinistries!

Pour out your heart like water before the presence of the [,ord; Lift up your
hahds to Him for the life of your little ones...

Lamentations 2:19b

If you’ve been at Bethesda for more than a year and espe-
cially if you’ve helped out at VBS in the past you know what a
tremendous outreach event our VBS is. Every year we rely on you
to help us not only by serving during VBS week, but also with
your prayers and with your giving. There will be a display within
the next couple weeks in the foyer where you can take an enve-
lope and use it to give financially. This will be used to allow us to
keep our cost to the families down (we currently suggest $10.00
per child for those attending) and it also helps us to purchase sup-
plies needed — especially crafts, decorating and kitchen needs.
We also ask those attending ABFs to sign up as prayer partners. If
you do not attend an ABF or were missed when we asked please
contact me (dawn@bethesdalutheran.org) to sign up to pray for
one of the volunteers who will be serving during VBS week. Also,
listed below are some material donations that would gladly be ac-
cepted. These can be dropped off in the resource room. Thank you
for making it possible for VBS to take place so that we can reach
many, many kids with God’s Word!

Needed for Decorating

* New York City (or just N.Y. state) brochures, maps,
pennants and other touristy items by May 15th.

* 1 park bench and several fake potted shrubbery/flow-
ers (For week of June 6th).

VBS registration will begin on May 15th!
Watch for our table in the foyer!

Please come out and join us for the Bethesda Family
Skate Night at Hoffy’s Skate America on Saturday, May
14th from 5-8 p.m. This is reserved for Bethesda families
and their guests. We encourage you to invite along your
friends and neighbors. Admission and skate/rollerblade
rental are free! The concession stand will be open if you’d
like to purchase pizza or some other snack. We hope to see
many of you at this great event!
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FORERE
CLIMICS

On May 12th, the Chippewa Valley Free Clinic, Open
Door Clinic, and Rice Lake Area Free Clinic are partnering
for their second annual “Eat for Free Clinics” event! Dur-
ing this one-day event, participating restaurants will donate
25% of their day’s sales to their local free clinic. Last year,
$19,000 was raises to help support these clinics’ operations,
in addition to teaching thousands of people about free clin-
ics, their patients, and the work they do.

With over 20 restaurants throughout Eau Claire, Al-
toona, Chippewa Falls, Osseo, Spooner, Rice Lake, Bloom-
er, Jim Falls and Barronett, the event aims to raise regional
awareness about the important role free clinics play in pro-
viding health care services to the uninsured members of our
communities. In addition, there will also be a chance to win
door prizes such as gift certificates to your favorite restau-
rants.

For more information, please visit www.eatforfreeclin-
ics.org.

CHIPPEWA VALLEY

FREE CLINIC

NursexyiNews

We are looking for more
Supervisors and more Sunday
evening Caregivers. Supervisors
oversee the nurseries during the
service(s), restock items, cover
the “shift” if the assigned Care-
giver is not present and usually
are scheduled once a month (de-
pending on the number of Supervisors). Caregivers: spend
time playing with children, caring for their needs (diaper
changes, snacks, etc.) and scheduled as frequently or infre-
quently as you choose. Please contact Brittney Malone if
you are interested in serving the children and families of
Bethesda. 715-878-4366 or brittney@bethesdalutheran.org

GriefShare for Kids

Attention anyone who has kids, works with kids, or just
loves kids — this is for you!

“GriefShare for Kids”
Monday, May 2, 6-8 pm (One night only!)
Jacob’s Well, Fireside Room

Who should attend: Adults and teens, parents and
grandparents, aunts and uncles, pastors and teachers . . .
anyone who wants to know what kids (toddlers through
teens) go through as they grieve the loss of a loved one, and
how you can help them. Check their schedules and plan to
come.

Bonus Material: Teen Suicide Prevention (risk factors,
behaviors to watch for, and how to respond).

Childcare may be available. Please call ahead to ar-
range. Questions: Call or e-mail Amy Polzin at 715-833-
2050 or my.polzin@jacobswellec.org.

Directions:

Take Hwy 53 Bypass to the Melby Street exit
Turn east onto Melby Street

Right at stop sign (122nd Street)

We’re the second driveway on the left-hand side

End-of-Life Planning
Free Community Workshop

There will be a free, 90-minute workshop on issues sur-
rounding end-of-life planning held at Lenmark-Gomsrud-
Linn Funeral Home, 814 1st Avenue, Eau Claire. Enjoy a
cup of coffee and listen to a panel of local experts provide
answers to very important questions.

Topics include:

* Legal Tools — What documents should we have in
place

* Veterans Benefits — What burial services are avail-
able?

* Medical Assistance — How can I protect my money
from the nursing home?

* Cremation and Funeral Planning — Explore the op-
tions and get the facts.

For questions, contact Lenmark—Gomsrud-Linn Funeral
Home at 715-832-8301.
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touched twice
J

Our Touched Twice Clinic 2011 Was a Huge Success Be-
cause of You!

We had such a great day and we couldn’t have done any of
it without the awesome blessings of our Almighty God. He just
blessed our clinic in so many mighty ways and we are so thankful
for Him. We are so thankful to have the opportunity to serve Him,
use our God given gifts for Him and to show His love to people in
need in our own community. Thank you Lord!

We couldn’t have done this clinic without our wonderful
Touched Twice Planning Team and all of our wonderful Coor-
dinators. Without them nothing would have happened. God gave
us such a wonderful group of women and men who worked so
hard planning this clinic and working in their individual areas to
make this clinic a huge success. | want to personally thank, Karen
Peikert, Lisa MacKenzie-Anderson, Renee Wurzer, Nicole Kuh-
nert, Amy Koenig, Sheri Russell, Wes Vicek, Charlene Vicek,
Shannon Lowell, Kathy Mentink, Holly Hermann, Beth Dietsche,
Brandon Pangman, Brian Quade, Brittney Malone, Carol Cox,
Elizabeth Tewalt, Sue Derfus, Doug and Karen Knight, Kris Wil-
bur, Mary Ann Holman, Susan Brill, Matt Hoage, Jim Hermann,
Rod Larson and Chad Shiffer. Thank you to the Bethesda staff for
all of their help. A special thanks to Drew Clausen for working
with me so many times to put articles in the Bethesda News and
the Bethesda Newsletters and for all the printing he did for us.

Thanks to everyone who prayed for us and for our individual
team. We felt your prayers and we sure needed them! Thanks to
all the pastors for their support and prayers.

A special thanks to all of our service providers. We couldn’t
have had all the wonderful services without you!

Thanks to all of the people who donated food for our meal
and the food bags, clothing and toys. I didn’t think it was possible
to have more items then we had last year but I think we did. You
all gave so generously and we are thankful for that generosity.
Thanks to Nick Shoemaker for all of his help and organizing all
of the donated food from the Boy Scouts.

Thanks to Sue Sandland and Helen Venberg for all of your
help in our Volunteer room.

Thanks to all of our Gatekeepers. We doubled our forces this
year and we thank you for your organizational skills and appoint-
ment scheduling abilities. It’s a big job!

Thank you to all of our Advocates. You have one of the most

important jobs because you are the ones who get the awesome
opportunity to show Christ’s love to our guests and to talk to them
about Him in a personal way. We need you so very much and you
are a huge part of the success story for our clinic. Many of you
were able to be part of someone coming to know Jesus as Lord
and Savior. Nothing is more important than that. God chose you
all for this very important role!

Thank you Rich Wahl for the amazing videos and for tap-
ing our Advocate Training Night. It is so great to work with you.
Thanks for sharing your talents with us.

Thanks to our Runners and to Dale Sandland for chauffeur-
ing guests around.

Thanks to Lois Scorgie for answering our phones.

Thanks to everyone who helped in any way whether it was
sorting and organizing clothes, making signs, cooking and serv-
ing food, cleaning up or setting up. No matter what you did it all
helped to make this event a success. We are a wonderful team and
I am thankful to be part of it.

Thanks to Beyond Compassion, Second Harvest Heartland
for being part of our event. Thanks also to all of our Spanish
Translator Advocates.

We were blessed this year to have 3 churches partner with us.
The Bridge Church, Evangel and Fellowship provided many of
our volunteers. Our volunteers were from 33 different churches
across 9 different counties and 3 different states.

These are your Touched Twice Clinic 2011 Numbers:

* 456 guests attended the clinic.
* 420 Volunteers

* 336 guest meals and 183 advocate meals served for a total of
519 people were fed.

* 253 bags of groceries were given away.
* 79 Chiropractic adjustments were given.
* 58 families had portraits taken.

* 71 cars received oil changes.

* 33 people were given messages.

* 113 haircuts were given.

* 61 people had their eyes checked and several will receive
glasses.

* 52 people had doctor/nurse exams.
* 60 people had walk in health screenings.
* 96 guests were given dental care with several given free fol-
low up care by area providers.
* 19 guests were connected through community resources for
other resources in the community.
* 10 guests received counseling services.
* 86 Gospel Conversations
I'look forward to working with you all for our Touched Twice
United Clinic in 2012. More details will be coming. May God
bless you all in a mighty way and have a great summer.

Blessings to you all,
Karen Biel
Clinic Coordinator
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their ministry areas, and a joint ministry planning group
has been meeting to plan for spaces and times for our vari-
ous Sunday morning ministries.

We believe after study and listening over the process of

ships remain (and we anticipate they will continue being) a
vital part of how a great many of our people grow in Christ,
and belong and care for one another in Community. (We
also think it is an opportune time to revisit and give fresh

energy to the vitality of the ABF ministry.) But, we also
believe that with changing generations and schedules, that
we must give much greater deliberation and intentional de-
velopment of small group ministry as another channel of
spiritual formation for people in relation to each aspect of
our C3 vision. We see this as a key necessity and opportu-
nity that will be essential in dovetailing with both the foyer
expansion, and with our new Walker Hall worship service.

several years (going back previous to ‘For the King For the
Future’), that the time and opportunities are right to recom-
mend to the church that we proceed with a foyer expan-
sion project. We believe an expanded foyer would provide
a vital space for our ministry and mission. (A more detailed
rationale for the foyer expansion was made available at our
annual meeting — copies of it are available in our church
office.) While the foyer would be the central focus of a
building project, we are also asking ministry leaders and
the congregation to consider ministry needs and vision that
would be served by new or revised facility spaces. We have
a great ‘Design Concept Team’ working on basic design
options to present to an upcoming elder workshop planned
in June. This would lead to a prioritization of project ele-
ments, and likely a forming of a building committee. This
committee would consider more specific building plans,
expense, stages, and capital campaign, to then bring to the
congregation for review, input, and decision.

We believe each of these are vital ways God is calling us to
‘set out’ in following Him. They are each great undertakings, and
it will call for all of the parts of the body, each of us with our gifts,
to work in harmony and commitment together. It will be impor-
tant that while we share our perspectives and wisdom, that we
set our eyes not on our preferences but on Christ and His coming
kingdom. The cloud is lifting! — on behalf your church family’s
leadership, I ask you to both pray and give yourselves as we ‘set
out’ after the Lord together!
—Pastor Paul
* We believe we are being called to reassess the vision and
process for spiritual formation. Our Adult Bible Fellow-
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